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Ralph C. Link j Pastor 

Christ Church, Duncannon 9:O0 AM. 

Trinity Church, How Bloomf iold 10 : 30 & M ■ 

jjupist 2, 1970 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

Prelude 

*I$T!in # 1 

* Solemn Declaration 
»Call to Worship 

♦ Confession of Sin { page U, 1st prayer) 
&Kyrio 

** Assurance of Pardon 

Scripture, Hebrews 11: 1-13 
♦Gloria Petri 

* Stat orient of Faith (Front of hymnal) 
Pastoral Prayer 

Announcements 

Hymn # 221 

Sermon "Faith Our Hope" Text; Hebrews 11:1 

Offering 

♦Dozology (Trinity Church) 

♦Offering Response (Christ Church) 

♦Prayor & Lord's Frayor 

♦Hyran # 282 

♦Benediction 

♦Threefold Amon 

Postludc 



♦ Congregation Standing 



JlHBOuHCEMEHTS 



Pastor Link and his family have completed their 
move and exc now living at 16 S. Carlisle Street 
New Blooraf iold . The telephone nuribor is 
532-4798. If anyone has air/ problems or 
matters to bo discussed with Pastor Link he will 
welcome your visit or a telephone call. 
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SERVICE OF WORSHIP 






Sunday. Julv 9 


ST. PAHL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 






Mr. Lee Neuhaus, Intern Student Pastor at St. 


Joseph F. Krabill, Pastor 






Paul's Church Butler, will occupy our pulpit 


Organists 






this morning. We welcome Lee and his wife 


Peg^y Nelson and B a rbara W e scoat 






Kathy. It is indeed good to have them with 
us again. 








Hymns: 10, 297, 287 


Prelude 








* Solemn Declaration 






Sunday. July 16th 


*Introit 






Mr. Ralph Link, who is a candidate for the 


*C a ii to Confession 






Lay Ministry and who makes his home in Butler 


Confession of Sm Page 4 




will bring us the morning message. We extend 


Silent Confession 






a warm welcome to both Mr. and M r s. Link. 


Kyrie 








Assurance of Pardon 






Hymns: 31, 278, 63 


Hymn 






Sunday. Julv 23 


Collect 






Br. %Iliam Bowen, who we all kmow , will bring 


-be H iy Scriptures: 






us the message this morning. Bill is a candi- 


'Gloria Patri 






date for the Lay Ministry and has involved 
himself in an extensive study of the problems 


*Statement of Faith 






of drug addiction. Bill will share 4ith us 


Pastoral P r ayer and P r ayer R e ponse 






some concerns and some insights he has gained. 


The Offering 








Offertory 






Hymns: 7, 387, 385 


*Doxology 














While the Pastor Is out of town for vacation 


*Kymn 






and for Camp, the president of the congre- 


Meditation 






gation, Mr. Rfilph Osborn will secure a minister 


S e rmon 






in the community or if necessary notify the 


*Prayer and the Lord's Player 
^Benediction and Congregational R e sponse 






Pastor. 








"* Recessional Hymn 






VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL BEGINS JULY 31st. All 


? stluae 






Children age 4-12 are invited to attend. 

The Bible School will be conducted at the First 


END OF WORSHIP - BEGINNING OF SERVICE 






Methodist Church, Donations of cookies are 
needed - Contact Jean Burns, 

CHURCH PICNIC - AUGUST 9th 


) 
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St- Pa. 



Olivet parish Bu tler, Pa. 

"S t i Tnhn'n T r mcmc ft t* nn - Duliiii HjnuUilp 
St. Paul's Congregation - Connog.uenesslng 

August 13, 1967 

Study Hour St. PI'S 10:45 St. i&*m~ BiSS 

Worship St. PI'S 9:45 Ft J*I» iliOO 

» * * * * 

Prelude EaATe:r> H-htAtJCeZu — Co ~Tb L-&5TEK*) >iOS 
*Y> rn aocm nn Christ Is made , ?4 



"Call to Worship 



•invocation 



Unison Heading of Scripture 

Selection 49, Page 597 

/ AfHH driest 

vHymn Strong Son Of God, Immortal Love 235 

The Holy Scripture Lessons 
j/,-,.-,- Guest Leader and Speaker Chooses 

•Gloria Patrl {493} ' *The Apostles' Creed 

Responsive Prayer, 17. Light and Guidance, 
Page 545: the Pastoral Prayer Following 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication 

Organ Offertory 

VHymn /ka\a Ye what Great Thing I Know? 229 

Sermon FAITH - OUH HOPE 
Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen." 



Prayer and Our Lord's Prayer 



Recess 



I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Sa/ 480 

•Benediction Threefold Amen 

Quiet Meditation 



Our Congregations today extend the u tarty 
welcome to Mr. Ralph C. Link as ha ci^es here 
to lead us for the Worship Services. Brother 
Link and his Family live in the Renfrew - 
Nixon Community, He is a Student in the Lay 
Ministry School of Penn ,'Jest Conference. The 
Link: Family is active in St. Taul's 

Congregation of Butler. 

The Monthly Christian .Endeavor Hymn-Sing 
will take place today at 2:20 p.m. In the 
tfest Liberty United Presbyterian Church. 

Butler Ar-sa Laymen and their Wives will meet 
at Grace Reformed Church in Harmony Thursday 
evening. The Fellowship Dinner will be 
served at 6:20. 

St. John's Sunday School and Congregation 
has improved and renovated the Basement CIssf 
Rooms. Everyone is invjted to take a personal 
inspection tour. Consistory notes that 
continued support of the Building Fund with 
our gifts is necessary. 

St. John's Consistory also notes its action 
renewing the support of Donald L. foung, 
preparing for the Christian ministry at 
Bangor Seminary, Bangor, Maine. The grant 
is to be the same as for the year now ending, 
one hundred dollars a month. 

Mrs. Marie young and Cynthia were back home 
for a visit during last week, worshipping 
with the home congregation last Sunday. 
Student Don was busy preaching to congrega- 
tions in the adopted community. 

Rav. Dickey and the Family are visiting the 
home congregation and klnfolk at Berlin, Pa. 

today . 



# Bcci^/j Ce>jJ<£ftjE£*-rj0(iJ To .ST^wfe 



Oh come, let us ping vaato the Lorfl; Let Ua 
make a joyful no i 3 e to the rock of our sal- 
vation. Let us- come before Hip presence with 
thanksgiving; Let u P make a joyful noise with 
P palms . 



Prelude tMTtin/ u. T 

*P rn n nffHin Christ 1 3 Afide 

ito Dion The Sure Foundation 
"Call to Worship 



224 
♦invocation 



Unison Reading of Scripture 

Selection 49, Page 597 

Wmn Strong Son Of God, Immortal Love 225 

The Holy Scripture Lessons 
,/-„ - Guest Leader and Speaker Chooses 

♦Gloria Patrl (493) *The Apostles' Creed 

Responsive Prayer, 17. Light and Guidance, 
Page 545: the Pastoral Prayer Following 

The Offering Prayer of Dedication 

Organ Offertory 

VHymn 7A.sk: Ye //hat Great Thing I itnow? 229 

Sermon FAITH - OUR HOPE 
Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the sue stance 
of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen." 

Prayer and Our Lord's Prayer 

^Recession) I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Sa/ 480 

♦Benediction Threefold Amen 

Quiet Meditation 



Our Congregations today extend tLe ii^irty 
welcome to Mr. Ralph C. Link as he c wies here 
to lead ua for the Worship Services. Brother 
Link and his Family live In the Renfrew - 
Nixon Community. He is a Student in the Lay 
Ministry School of Penn .Vest Conference. The 
Link Family is active in St. Tsui's 

Congregation of Butler- 

The Monthly Christian Endeavor Hymn-Sing 
will take place today at 2:20 p.m. in the 
rfest Liberty United Presbyterian Church. 

Butler Ar^e Laymen and their Wives will meet 
at Grace Reformed Churoh in Harmony Thursday 
evening- The Fellowship Oinner will be 
served at 6:20. 

St. John's Sunday School and Congregation 
has improved and renovated the Basement Claar 
Rooms. Everyone is invited to take a personal 
Inspection tour. Consistory notes that 
continued support of the Building Fund with 
our gifts is necessary. 

St. John's Conslstor/ also notes its action 
renewing the support of Donald L. foung, 
preparing for the Christian Ministry at 
Bangor Seminary, Bangor, Maine. The grant 
ia to be the same as for the year now ending, 
one hundred dollars a month. 

Mrs. Marie foung and Cynthia ware back home 
for a visit during last week, worshipping 
with the home congregation last Sunday. 
Student Don was busy preaching to congrega- 
tions in the adopted community. 

Rev. Dickey and the Family are visiting the 
home congregation and kinfolk at Berlin, Pa. 

tolay . 



* 6cCitt>)J- CotJCfiJEC-fiTiOtJ To ST?MJk 



^ 



Text; Hebrews 11 ;1 

■is to "be ^ rnro nf ,J ;ho things w e -hnpef^r t tfl be p e rtai n 
■ r tl i i IMngn ""a ""nnnt r *~ > /A/^* ^M'AT /f FA/7% * T FAS77/ 

I suppose most of you have noted bj now that the title given for 
today's sermon is* "Faith our Hope." Hence most of us would surmise that 
faith will be the main subject discussed. Which is true. However I think 
we must also define hope as well in order to clarify the me aning of fa ith. 
Faith is defined in Webster's dictionar; as» unquestioning belief in U-od 
or religion, complete trust, confidence or reliance. Hope is defined as e 
feeling that what is wanted will happen. Desire accompanied by anticipation 
or expectation, ^o talcing these two definitions I think we can safely say 
that faith and hope go hand in hand. We have all probably heard the remark 
that we must have faith and hope that everything will turn out all right • 
or something similar to this using the words faith and hope together. I 
don't think we can separate one from the other. If we have faith we have 
hope and if we have hope we have faith. The first verse of the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews* which is our text uses both of these words also. 
As it is recorded in the New Testament in Today's English we read, "To 
have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the 
thi cannol sae." The subject of faith to be dealt with fully would 
in all probability require several sermons because of the many facets 
involved. However we shall be concerned with the three facets which I 
feel and believe are the most important and necessary for our Christian life. 
Why we need faith? How do we get faith? How do we keep this faith? 

As we look around us in our present day world we are confronted 
by many types of unnerving situations. We pick up the newspaper and we read 



s. 

headline about war and unrest in many different parts of the world, we 
tune in the news on television and we see scenes of police and mobs 
clashing throughout many parts of our country. We see and hear of marchers 
protesting everything from Viet Nam to poor housing. We read and hear of 
robbery* murder, violence and more violence. We are constantly being bom- 
barded from all sides with these things every day of our lives. Is it any 
wonder that mental illness is increasing at an alarming rate, ''ome peoples 
minds and nervous systems simply cannot take this abuse# and unfortunately 
it affects their minds as a result. Other people who do not have a mental 
or nervous collapse take another way out and end it all with a pill or a 
gun and commit suicide. This brings us to the people who are left, the 
ones continuing to struggles this life which isjoften referred to as a rat 
race. What can w e do to combat J*ll_Jhejgj^^ we face daily? 

The answer is that we need faith. How this is a pretty large order to be 
sure. But what other alternative is left? Can we just sit back and ignore 
the world? Can we ignore the events going on around us? Can we just hope 
that all of these things will ^vjgpt go away? Or can we as individuals change 
many or any of these events? About the only thing we can dp is to live our 
daily life with faith that all will be well eventually. In Paul's letter 
to the Roman's there is a verse that says this very thing. Quote "HE know 
that in everything God works for good with those who love Him." Unquote. 
We need to believe this moreso today than at any other time in the past. 



There is a book in my library at home entitled, "Faith of Our Fighters" 
by Chaplain Slwood Uance. In it are true stories of the men and women 
who fought in World War II # and the statements of faith each one has made. 
One of the most poignant and perhaps touching stories Is a.letter written 
by Aviation Cadet Robert A Keyworth. At the time this letter was written 
this fellow's first child was due to be born and he entitled his letter 
A Soldiers letter to his unborn son. In it he describes his part in this 
war, his feelings and what life means to him. .But the one part of the letter 

that stands out i 8 the following quote. 



3. 
"What, then sustains me? Only my faith, for it ha-? created between those I 
love and myself a tremendous "bond, possessed of such strength nothing uan 
alter or weaken it. In this I find all my strength* all my courage > all my 
hope." Unquote. This statement of faith speaks most eloquently why we need 
faith. 

Faith to many Christians is unfortunately just a word. It means 
nothing to many of them because they either feel or have the mistaken im- 
pression that it is a. certain something which only some chosen few have. 
Nothing could "be further from the truth. In fact we all must or should 
have feith working in our lives. Faith should be one of the first things 
we attain upon becoming an active Christian. But to answer the question 
how do we get faith is not a simple task. Because some people get it 
through a religious experience of some sortt while others simply make the 
test and find it works and continue to use it. **till others get it in 
various other ways. This then is what confuses many people. They begin to 
feel that there is a set pattern for aquiring faith . Many feel that since 
they do not know the formula they may as well forget it and as a result 
they miss out on one of the most rewarding Christian experiences a person 
could have. Now how we get it is not that important. What is important is 
that we get it. One way that has proved most successful for many people is 
the way of_ placing every care and every problem in U-od's hands and then re- 
lying on Him to take care of it. If we have never tried this before it is 
rather difficult to do the first time. Because the natural human reaction is 
to try and solve all our problems and^troubles ourselves. But for those of 
us here today who have never experienced real faith try this. The next time 
we have a problem oi some kind no matter how large or how small# pray to 
God about it and ask Him to take care of it or show you what t o do abou t it, 
^L?5^1°-£PJ.fe.4 n -£» That's right; do nothing about it until you feel that you 



that will be completely foreign to what you had thought was the solution. 
This will ha your answer. This is God speaking to you. Then the thing to do 
is to take whatever action is necessary to follow these directions. I know 
this may sound nutty and there are those who will say that perhaps you have 
lost some of your marbles or are going a little balmy. But this is how faith 
works and it can work for all of us if we give it a chance. This is the 
formula that works for me» and I have tried and tested it many* many times. 



I also know that this is the way that many other people of my aquaintance 
have faith working in their lives. So if we each give it a try I'm sure it 
will continue to work everytime we put it to the test. The nice thing about 
faith is the more we use it the easier it becomes for us to have it. An- 



other thing about it is that it is contagious, some of our friends who 

it 
do not have/|will begin to ask how we can be so sure that everything is 

going to work out all right. Then when we explain it and how we do it they 
will probably want to try it too. So let's all give it a good try and may- 
be .#«*■ can infect "l limjll n m i l T "11 iln mj 1 1 I i i n Pun I l iu l_ l n i 

/JtfT The hardest part is yet before us. This is how to keep faith. 
Why should this be so difficult? Simply because the first time that we 
feel that God has not answered our problem adequately is t he time we will 
begin to resort to our own means and solutions again. But this is the time 
we should become more determined to do it with faith. And if we can pass 
this hurdle then faith is what we will have all the time. One of the main 
points in keeping this faith is to keep in touch with it's source* and 
that is by praying constantly to God. We must keep flexing our faith mus- 
cles so they don't become flabby and useless. It's sort of like taking a 
walk in the nice warm golden autumn sunshine. As long as we are out in the 
sun it feels good and it is warm. But once we step into the shadows it be- 
comes cool because we are away from the source of the heat 



5. 

*o we must learn the habit of praying often to God. Wot just when weyfhelp 
or not Just when we are in trouble. But every chance we get or happen to 
think: of it, pray. If we do this praying will become more or less a habit 
ana our faith will be active because of it. Then we must also learn to use 
our Bibles more often. The Bible is where we can bolster our faith with it's 
comforting words and wonderful stories of faith. The next time your faith 
begins to wear a little thin read the story of Abraham and his son Isaac. 
Here was a real act of faith. But there are many other stories £f faith 
to be found in the Bible and each one will help us to strengthen our own 
faith. If we^ increase our knowledge of faith we can retain it in our lives. 
We must know something about it or we will be like the fellow in *fe4 s Tfr? 
story I liumd ffnmn+ i Mn-aon , t j p, this bmall oong i- o g aliun Ihurtf 1 waa -fa^—n who 
slept during the sermon every Sunday. So the minister decided he was going 
to do something about it. The very next <mnday after the man was sleeping 
soundly, the minister asked all those in the congregation who wanted to 
go to heaven to stand up. Naturally they all stood up except the sleeping 
man. After they were all seated he asked all those who wanted to go to hell 
*° g'^d, ^j?!* At * thQ words stand up he raised his voica to a shout. The man 
awoke and all he heard was stand up so he stood. He looked around and saw 
he was the only one standing so he said, I aon't know what we're voting 
for Reverend but it looks like you and I are the only ones in favor of it. 
^o you see we must add to our knowledge of faith or we too will not know 
where we are going. Then we must try to follow in the foot steps. of Christ. 
His faith wag unsh akable even in the fa ce of death, flow some of you may be 
thinking Christ really didn't have faith because He was the «^on of God and 
was therefore divine. This is trie ,but He had a physical body just like 
you and I. We know this because if he were purely spiritual he would not 
have had need for food and drink and sleep. Yet we read in scripture he 
ate and drank and slept. He went through many ordinary things such es 
you and I go through. H« probably got tired from too much walking, and 



6. 
He probably became annoyed when people bothered Him too much. In many 
respects His life parallels ourj-looking at it from strictly a human stand- 
point. However there is one thing we as humans are prone to forget. This 
is the sacrifice Christ made for us. Here is the most supreme test of 
faith that could possibly be made by anyone. He did it not becamse He 
deserved it or even really wanted to do it. But because His sacrifice 
would save mankind and this was His reason for accepting such a fate. 
<*o the next time our faith becomes a little shaky we shoul d loo k to the 
cross and think of His faith and what it meant to Him. If we look through 
the Gospels at the saying? of Jesus we see that He -spifcFof faith many times. 
It wap something that was very real to Him, He knew that in order for us 
to go through life we need something to cling to and to have hope for. 
This is faith. Without it we are lost and we struggle needlessly, rfith faith 
we can face each tomorrow and tomorrow's tomorrow, confident in the fact 
that God through the grace of Jesus Christ is leading us. There is a lovely 
poem written by Helen ^teiner Rice entitled, "Climb Til Your Dream Comes 
True." It sums up very nicely what I have been trying to say this morning 
aliout faith, Page 54. Poem. Let us pray, Prayer & Lord's prayer. 



